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DRAFT 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 13, 1999, please amend this 
application as set forth below. 

In the Specification 

Page 5, line 18, after "tape." insert: 

— A suitable stretch releasable backing layer is described in U.S. Patent Application 
No. 08/308,937 (Bries et al.) which provides a backing comprising a layer of 



polymeric foam having a lengthwise elongation at break of from about 50% to 
about 1200%. 

Page 25, line 20, after "reference." insert: 

— The stretch releasable adhesive strip described in U.S. Patent Application No. 
08/308,937 (Bries et al.) has a lengthwise elongation at break of from about 50% to 
about 1200%. 

In the Claims 

Please add the following new claims: 

— 41. (new) A reusably separable adhesive tape for attaching plural objects 
to one another, comprising: 

(a) a stretchable first backing layer having first and second major 
surfaces and first and second ends, said first end including a 
manually engageable tab portion to facilitate stretching of 
said first backing layer, said backing layer having a 
lengthwise elongation at break of from about 50% to about 
1200%, said backing layer including an adhesive surface over 
at least a portion of said first major surface for bonding to a 
surface of an object; and 

(b) a separable connector surface covering at least a portion of 
said second major surface of said first backing layer, said 
separable connector surface possessing the ability to be 
connected, disconnected, and reconnected to a cooperating 
connection surface without destruction of the separable 
connection surface and the adhesive tape; 



wherein said first backing layer and said adhesive surface are 
stretchable together to effect progressive debonding of the adhesive 
surface from an object, after the adhesive surface is bonded to that 
object, by the application of a force to the manually engageable tab 
portion in a direction of extension. — 

— 42. (new) A reusably separable adhesive tape for attaching plural objects 
to one another, comprising: 

(a) a stretchable first backing layer having first and second major 
surfaces and first and second ends, said first end including a 
manually engageable tab portion to facilitate stretching of 
said first backing layer, said backing layer including an 
adhesive surface over at least a portion of said first major 
surface for bonding to a surface of an object; and 

(b) a separable connector surface covering at least a portion of 
said second major surface of said first backing layer, said 
separable connector surface possessing the ability to be 
connected, disconnected, and reconnected to a cooperating 
connection surface without destruction of the separable 
connection surface and the adhesive tape; 

wherein said first backing layer and said adhesive surface are 
stretchable together by the application of a force to the manually 
engageable tab portion in a direction of extension at an angle no 
greater than about 35° from the object without the backing layer 
rupturing prior to the removal of the tape from the object and 
without leaving substantial pressure-sensitive adhesive residue on the 
object to effect progressive debonding of the adhesive surface from 
an object. — 



— 43. (new) A separable adhesive tape as defined in claim 41, wherein said 
first backing layer and said adhesive surface comprise: 

(a) a central layer having opposite major surfaces; 

(b) film layers bonded along said central layer opposite major surfaces; 
and 

(c) adhesive layers adhered along at least a portion of said film layers. — 

— 44. (new) A separable adhesive tape as defined in claim 41, wherein said 
first backing layer and said adhesive surface comprise a single layer of pressure 
sensitive adhesive. — 

— 45. (new) A reusably separable adhesive tape for attaching plural objects 
to one another, comprising: 

(a) a stretchable first backing layer having first and second major 
surfaces and first and second ends, said first end including a 
first manually engageable tab portion to facilitate stretching 
of said first backing layer, said first backing layer having a 
lengthwise elongation at break of from about 50% to about 
1200%, said first backing layer including a first adhesive 
surface over at least a portion of said first major surface for 
bonding to a surface of an object; 

(b) a stretchable second backing layer having first and second 
major surfaces and first and second ends, said first end 
including a second manually engageable tab portion to 
facilitate stretching of said second backing layer, said second 
backing layer having a lengthwise elongation at break of 
from about 50% to about 1200%, said second backing layer 
including a second adhesive surface over at least a portion of 



r 



said first major surface for bonding to a surface of an object; 



and 



(c) a separable connector arranged between said first and said 
second backing layers possessing the ability to be connected, 
disconnected, and reconnected without destruction of said 
separable connector; 

wherein said first backing layer and said first adhesive surface are 
stretchable together to effect progressive debonding of said first 
adhesive surface from an object, after said first adhesive surface is 
bonded to that object, by the application of a force to said first 
manually engageable tab portion in a direction of extension, and 
further wherein said second backing layer and said second adhesive 
surface are stretchable together to effect progressive debonding of 
said second adhesive surface from an object, after said second 
adhesive surface is bonded to that object, by the application of a 
force to said second manually engageable tab portion in a direction 
of extension. — 



Claims ? have been canceled, claims ? have been amended, and claims ? have 
been added. Claims ? now stand in the application. 

The specification has been amended to more specifically set forth the 
characteristics of the adhesive tape strips, namely, the thickness of the backing, the 
elongation at break of the backing, and the removal angle. Support for this 
amendment appears at page 1, line 26 - page 2, line 6 of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 08/308,937 (Bries et al.) which is incorporated by reference into the present 
application at page 25, line 17-20. 

Support for the tabs appears on page 9, lines 17-29 of the specification. 
Support for removal angle appears at page 28, lines 21-23. Support for single layer 
of pressure-sensitive adhesive appears at page 9, line 6. 
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